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Emergency Decree lifted in three more provinces as reconciliation phn
continuesto make headway

On 30 September 2010, Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva revoked the use of
the Emergency Decree on Public Administration in Emergency Situation B.E. 2548
(2005), in three more provinces, namely, Khon Kaen, Udon Thani, and Nakhon
Rachasima. The decision came as the situation in the said areas had improved such
that government officers would be able to prevent and resolve problems, should one
occur, through normal measures, The Emergency Decree remains in effect in four
provinces, namely, Bangkok, Nonthaburi, Samut Prakan and Pathumthani.

Meanwhile, implementation of the reconciliation plan continues to make
headway. The Independent Fact-finding Commission for Reconciliation, chaired by
Dr, Kanit Na Nakorn, has been meeting with various groups to ensure that input is
received fiom all sides. On 27 September 2010, the working group on fact-finding
led by Mr. Somchai Homlaor, a leading Thai human rights lawyer, held a meeting
withthe Centrefor the Resolution of the Emergency Situation (CRES), in the course
of which it received an overview of the operations of the CRES and its officials
including their operations during the incidents where violence occurred while the
protests of the United Front for Democracy Against Dictatorship (UDD) were on-
going, Theworking group plansto meet with CRES again in mid-October to obtain
further information including from the Department of Special Investigation (DSI)
and the police. It will also meet with operational officers of the security forces and
the UDD with aview to obtaininginformation fromall sides. The working group's
first progress report is expected to be submitted to the Prime Minister in January
2011,

Asfor the work of the National Reform Committee, chaired by former prime
minister Anand Panyarachun, the Committee has completed its strategy paper and
workplan. Meanwhile, the various working committees established by the Nationa
Reform Assembly, chaired by Dr. Prawes Wasi, has been holding meeting and made
their progress reports to the Assembly. On 17 October 2010, both Committees will
hold a full-day public forum on "Reducing state power, removing disparities”
during which academics and people fiom various sectors will be able to exchange
views and made proposals for reform. The event will include focus group seminars
on creating fairness in solving the problem of land ownership; education;
empowering and creating welfare for the labour force; the power of communitiesin
development; and quality of life for urban dwellers. Following that, a nationwide
forum is being planed for March 2011 to gather inputs from people from all sectors
and regions on how to pursue national reforms.

As for the issue of congtitutional amendments, the Constitutional Reform
Committee, chaired by Dr. Sombat Thamrongthanyawong, has reached a conclusion
with regard to the six main issues for congtitutional amendment. The Committee
proposed changesin four of the six issues, namely:
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1) The issue of parliamentary approval for treaties (Article 190): It is
proposed that an organic law be drafted pursuant to this article to specify types of
treaties which require parliamentary approval and make clear the relevant
procedures that must be pursued;

2) The issue of election of members of the House of Representatives
(Articles 93 and 94): It is proposed that changes be made to the proportion of
constituency-based and party-list representatives from 400:80 to 375:125. As such,
the total number of House members will be increased from 480 to 500. It is also
proposed to revert to the election system under the 1997 Constitution, namely,
single member constituencies, instead of the current multi-member constituencies.

3) The issue of appointment/election of members of the Senate (Atrticles 111-
113): It is proposed that the composition of the selection committee for the
appointed senators be adjusted in terms of increasing and diversifying its
membership.

4) The issue of dissolution of political parties (Article 237): It is proposed
that in the case of election fraud, the political party involved should not be dissolved,
but the political penalties for its leader and the executive board members who
connive at the commission of an election fraud should be increased from 5 years to
15 and 10 years respectively.

The Committee is in the process of conducting public consultations on its
proposals, which could result in further adjustments. After the proposals are
finalized, they will be forwarded to the Government for consideration by the end of
October or early November 2010. Proposals on ways to strengthen governance
under the democratic system, which is another part of the Constitutional Reform
Committee’s work, are expected to be completed by the end of this year.

With regard to media reform, the working group led by Assoc. Professor Dr.
Yubol Benjarongkij has continued its consultations to gather opinions from various
stakeholders, including media professionals, media organisations, academics, civil
society organisations, as well as media consumers. Thereafter, a forum will be held
towards the end of 2010 for all groups to present their recommendations.
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