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Emergency Decree lifted in three more provinces as reconciliation phn 
continues to make headway 

On 30 September 2010, Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva revoked the use of 
the Emergency Decree on Public Administration in Emergency Situation B.E. 2548 
(2005), in three more provinces, namely, Khon Kaen, Udon Thani, and Nakhon 
Rachasima. The decision came as the situation in the said areas had improved such 
that government officers would be able to prevent and resolve problems, should one 
occur, through normal measures, The Emergency Decree remains in effect in four 
provinces, namely, Bangkok, Nonthaburi, S amut Prakan and Pathurnthani. 

Mean.cvhile, implementation of the reconciliation plan continues to make 
headway. The Independent Fact-finding Comnlission for Reconciliation, chaired by 
Dr, Kanit Na Nakorn, has been meeting with various groups to ensure that input is 
received fiom all sides. On 27 September 2010, the working group on fact-finding 
led by Mr. Somchai Homlaor, a leading Thai human rights lawyer, held a meeting 
with the Centre for the Resolution of the Emergency Situation (CRES), in the course 
of which it received an overview of the operations of the CRES and its officials 
including their operations during the incidents where violence occurred while the 
protests of the United Front for Democracy Against Dictatorship (UDD) were on- 
going, The working group plans to meet with CRES again in mid-October to obtain 
further information including fiom the Department of Special Investigation P S I )  
and the police. It will also meet with operational officers of the security forces and 
the UDD with a view to obtaining infornlation from all sides. The working group's 
first progress report is expected to be submitted to the Prime Minister in January 
2011, 

As for the work of the National Reform Committee, chaired by former prime 
minister Anand Panyarachw, the Committee has compIeted its strategy paper and 
workplan. Meanwhile, the various working committees established by the National 
Reform Assembly, chaired by Dr. Prawes Wasi, has been holding meeting and made 
their progress reports to the Assembly. On 17 October 2010, both Committees will 
hold a 111-day public forum on "Reducing state power, removing disparities" 
during which academics and people fiom various sectors will be able to exchange 
views and made proposals for reform. The event will include focus group seminars 
on creating fairness in solving the problem of land ownership; education; 
empowering and creating welfare for the labour force; the power of communities in 
development; and quality of life for urban dwellers. Following that, a nationwide 
forum is being planed for March 201 1 to gather inputs from people from all sectors 
and regions on how to pursue national reforms. 

As for the issue of constitutional amendments, the Constitutional Reform 
Committee, chaired by Dr. Sombat Tharnrongthanyawong, has reached a conclusion 
with regard to the six main issues for constitutional amendment. The Comnlittee 
proposed changes in four of the six issues, namely: 




